Bowling and Milton Community Council 
Meeting held in the Milton Inn on Tuesday 9th June 2009

Present :-




Francis McNeill 




Anne Walden 




Jim Thomson




Angus Henderson




Margaret McKenzie 

Apologies :-




Mel Armstrong
Councillor Geoffrey Calvert   West Dunbartonshire Council 

In attendance :-
Inspector Ian Wallace 
Councillor George Black  
West Dunbartonshire Council

Don Petrie Access Officer       West Dunbartonshire Council 
Welcome and Remarks by the Chair


The Chair made all very welcome and apologised for the change of date. He then thanked the Councillors for achieving most of what had been asked. The memorial park in Bowling had a full complement of seats and as the bunting went up he advised that our cheque for prizes had been despatched and he had been thanked. The facility covers were all intact but the cover opposite Bowling Church was poor. The bins were being emptied and the lights were all functioning. He had an email from Mel Armstrong that all was going well with the signage but the time remained the same. We would be having a talk from the Access Officer and Inspector Ian Wallace  and the timetable was awkward as he would like Jim to hear Don and Jim was going to be late. With Don Petrie in attendance the Chair advised that Network rail had cleared a passage for the waters from the Milton Parklands to drain away under the railway to the Clyde. It was now up to West Dunbartonshire Council to remake a course for the stream through the vegetationally infilled former ponds to the outlet.
Minutes of prior meeting


These were proposed by Margaret McKenzie  and seconded by Angus Henderson   and so carried.

Matters arising

The Chair read out an email from Mel Armstrong in connection with the signage and tabled the critical correspondence.
Report by Inspector Ian Wallace 


The Chair made it clear that the questions about to follow were put to him by constituents. They ranged from complaints from Scott Avenue residents and a family in Helenslea by the Basin in connection with alleged breaches of the peace. The Chair expressed his very great concern on these matters and his inability to provide those asking him with any reasonable answer. Inspector Ian Wallace stated that they should phone him, with which Francis McNeill agreed totally save that is not what happens. They are phoning him at present, taking up a great deal of his time. He also had heard about abuse of West Dunbartonshire Council rules and regulations at Overtoun where despite notices stating that quad bikes were banned they continued to use them making a great noise and spoiling the calm for walkers. It transpired that Pastor Bob was himself using a quad bike which drew comment from Inspector Ian Wallace.
Address by Don Petrie


The Chair introduced the Access Officer of West Dunbartonshire Council to the members and Don told us he was interested in ameliorating woodlands around the county under a WIAT scheme.


[image: image1.emf]WIAT Programme is available for 

improving woodlands within 1km of 

settlements of over 2,000 people.

Aims of ‘WIAT’ Programme:

•

Create new woodland

•

Bring neglected woodland back into 

active management

•

Work with people to help them use 

their local woodland



[image: image2.emf]The type of work which could be 

supported are:

•

Development of woodland management 

plans

•

Silvicultural work to improve woodland 

structure and condition

•

Construction of new or improved 

recreation facilities including paths



[image: image3.emf]•

Removal of invasive species

•

Access barriers

•

Anti-social behaviour

•

Tree surgery

•

Litter removal

•

Wildlife interests

•

Improve recreational potential

•

Health walks


  
 Much discussion took place and the members were very interested. he thought Overtoun would be of great interest to us, which is the case and Jim Thomson and Francis McNeill will draw up a report on the matter for Don and meet with him at Overtoun in early July. The Chair thanked Don for coming along and for giving us such a good presentation which was very obviously enjoyed by all in attendance.
Treasurer’s Report


Margaret advised that accounts were being prepared at Arcadia House and the grant application would soon be with Lesley-Anne Haig. The Chair requested that she ascertain when the last grant had been lodged and how many we had missed.

Report by Councillor George Black 


George talked of the two flats anent a planning application and the Lodges issue: it was agreed to await Jim’s Planning report.


He also advised that things were progressing well in connection with the new Milton facility. He expected a building to be erected in the “triangle” within the present financial year. The huts had bee in a poorer condition than realised.


He also said that he had forgotten to raise funding issues with the Orovost relating to the signage, circa £850.00.

Planning Report


Jim discussed the proposed flats in Lennox Road, Milton and other concerns and then advised that he had only glanced at report by a reporter into objections to the new Community Plan. He had represented our Community Council at the hearings in the Town Hall,Clydebank and now had the report. It contained some notions that were clearly wrong. It suggested that Bowling and Old Kilpatrick were in terms of built up areas contiguous which is manifestly wrong.

AOCB


Time did not permit any discussion under this heading as it was already 9.15 PM.

DONM


The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 15th September 2009 in Bowling Village Hall.

