Bowling and Milton Community Council 
Meeting held in Bowling Village Hall  on Tuesday 15th September 2009

Present :-




Angus Henderson 




Margaret McKenzie 




Jim Thomson 




Francis McNeill
In attendance :-




Inspector Ian Wallace 

Apologies :-



Anne Walden 



Mel Armstrong 




Councillor Iain Robertson 




Councillor David  McBride

Opening remarks by the Chair


The Chair gave a brief resume of matters outstanding and occurring during the summer recess. The Signage being handled by Mel Armstrong was due to be in place by the end of the month .The Chair had made no progress with drainage on the Milton parklands where he had met with Don Petrie. Councillor George Black blamed the problem on quarry operations and he and the Chair agreed to differ on this issue. He had also walked around Overtoun with Don in connection with his talk to our June meeting on woodlands. In this regard the Chair made mention of Maryland farm which hopefully the Woodland Trust will acquire and a major planting of trees will take place: one of the biggest in the Central Lowlands. The Chair advised the meeting of the new Cycleway Signs with their very obvious YELLOW bikes and no mention of WALKERS, which point Inspector Ian Wallace said he would explore. The Chair had been advised in the past that West Dunbartonshire Council would resolve this problem which has caused friction in the past, on one occasion very serious with cyclists deeming pedestrians should not be there.
Report by Inspector Ian Wallace 
Bowling and Milton Community Council– 9th June 2009

Since the date of your last meeting (9th June 2009) there have been 243 incidents reported to the police at Dumbarton resulting in 43 crime reports being recorded for the Milton area (25 detected) and 17 crimes for the Bowling area (10 detected).

The crimes recorded can be summarised as follows;

Milton

Breach of the Peace

1

Racist Breach of the Peace
1

Reckless Conduct

1

Common Assault 

1

Vandalism


2

Possession of Drugs

2

Possession of a Knife

1

Theft by shoplifting

3

Theft (Other)


11

Wilful Fireraising

Road Traffic Offences

15

· The Breach of the Peace, one of the Vandalisms and the Common Assault relate to a Domestic Incident.

· A 13 year old boy was charged with vandalism after Graffiti was found on the door of the Tourist Information Office.

·  A 46 year old man is subject of a report for verbal racist abuse to a neighbour on 16th July.

· A 22 year old man was stopped in his motor vehicle on the A82 near to Lindsay’s garage at 0145hrs on 2nd September. A Stanley knife was found in the drivers’ footwell.

· The reckless conduct relates to a stone being thrown at moving vehicle on the A82 on 27th June.

· Drug possession relates to small quantities of cannabis resin for occupants of vehicles stopped on the A82.

· A 37 year old man was arrested for the theft of cold meat from Milton Service Station on 15th July.

· Ten of the unclassified theft relate to the theft of petrol or diesel. Meetings are planned with the management to look at ways of reducing the problem.

· A container for waste oil was set alight overnight on 29th and 30th June at the Quarry.

Bowling

Theft by Housebreaking
1

Vandalism


1

Attempt HBWI

2

D & I



1

Road Traffic Offences

10

· A portacabin at the ESSO petroleum site in Bowling was broken into and tools were stolen on 23rd June.

· A mobile phone and a purse were stolen from an unoccupied tent in Bowling Harbour on 12th June.

· There is a 27 year old named suspect for the vandalism which occurred in Scott Avenue on 12th June.

♦♦♦♦♦

STRATHCLYDE POLICE CRACKDOWN ON DRUG CRIME, VIOLENCE, ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR AND TRAFFIC OFFENCES IN DUMBARTON, CLYDEBANK AND ALEXANDRIA

Over 200 local and specialist officers from Strathclyde Police and partner agencies joined forces as part of a high profile ‘day of action’ on Thursday 13 August in a bid to crackdown on violence, disorder, anti social behaviour, drug crime and traffic violations in Clydebank, Dumbarton and Alexandria.

Operation Fleet, the biggest police and community partnership initiative held in the area in recent times kick started in the early hours of the morning with simultaneous raids on the homes of individuals suspected of being involved in criminality. 

Over a 19 hour period, 15 warrants were executed and 43 offences were detected under the Misuse of Drugs Act. 

A total of 149 people were searched for a variety of reasons, including drinking in public, drugs and suspicions that they were carrying weapons. Police also carried out 83 visits to licensed premises throughout the area.  Nine fixed penalty notices were issued for street drinking.

One phase of Operation Fleet involved the arrest of those involved in drug supply and misuse. This was a very successful aspect of the operation and included the arrests of a 51 year old male and a 31 year old male in Dumbarton and a 45 year old woman and a 19 year old woman in Old Kilpatrick. Further arrests were made when 35 year old woman, a 28 year old man and a 46 year old man were detained for court at an address in Creveul Court, Alexandria.  All will be charged under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971.

The mounted branch, the dog branch, high visibility uniformed police and plain clothes officers patrolled the streets on foot visiting identified hotspots such as Balloch Road and Whitecrook in Clydebank. This formed part of the public reassurance aspect of this event and was designed to let the community see the police in action. 

The Marine Unit carried out proactive patrols on Loch Lomond on the look out for any anti-social behaviour in and around the National Park. This was not just about enforcement, public safety was also high on the agenda and one group were warned over their conduct for using jet-skis in an area where swimmers were present.
The Road Policing Department carried out checks at various sites across Clydebank, Dumbarton and Alexandria, enforcing speed limits and targeting other driving and criminal offences. Eight people were reported for a variety of road traffic offences with 50 conditional offers being issued. Nine vehicles were removed from owners driving without insurance, 18 unroadworthy vehicles were served with immediate prohibitions thus taking potentially dangerous vehicle out of the public domain. 

Partnership working was a key component of Operation Fleet and West Dunbartonshire Council (Education, Housing and Social Work, Trading Standards and Environmental Services) British Transport Police, SEPA, DVLA, Departments of Works and Pensions, H.M. Customs and Excise, Security Industry Authority, Immigration Services and the Vehicle and Operators Services Agency backed the operation and fully supported police in their efforts.

The area’s top policeman Divisional Commander, Chief Superintendent John Thomson said today:

“Operation Fleet was a great success and our partner agencies played a big part in that. I am extremely grateful for their continued support.
“Public reassurance is at the heart of Operation Fleet and throughout the day and night we worked tirelessly to make communities safer by proactively addressing issues identified as priorities by local residents – violence, drugs, domestic abuse, anti-social behaviour and speeding.

“Our intention was to prevent crimes and incidents from occurring. I think the results speak volumes and show that by working together we can disrupt those responsible for committing crime, pursue known offenders and enforce the law holding criminals responsible for their actions.”

♦♦♦♦♦

The Dumbarton Community Policing Plan has been published on the Strathclyde Police website. It sets out what local priorities are and how the Community Policing Team intends to tackle them. 
To access the plan go to www.strathclyde.police.uk
I am available directly by telephone on 01389 822115 or via email on ian.wallace@strathclyde.pnn.police.uk  to deal with any specific complaints or concerns. 
The Chair thanked Ian for his talk and expressed our sincere appreciation to him for the information imparted, of vital importance to us.
Sheephill Quarry Liaison Group

The meeting was addressed by William Booth of Dalgleish Associates of Dunblane with Andrew Thompson in attendance. They were told that since the ex-cambion agreement as yet not fully agreed that blasting problems had evanesced: Councillor George Black did not agree with this and made his point very forcefully. They were told that the Core Path by the Farm was and had been the critical issue. The Liaison Group proposed by West Dunbartonshire Council would be very very useful and the Chair would write to Liz Meechie and Elaine Moony to ascertain if they were interested. Councillor George Black wished to be on board which was fine with us and he was already a member of a similar group anent Dumbuck Quarry. Blasting from Dumbuck has an adverse effect on homes in Milton Brae.
Planning

The Chair advised that Sheila Urquhart of Dumbarton East Community Council, the representative of West Dunbartonshire on the ASCC had organised a planning training session and he hoped some of our Community Council members would attend. Councillor Geoffrey Calvert complained that the Chair had stolen his thunder and so he left Geoffrey Calvert to explain the ins and outs of the new acts and the value of getting to know the new laws. He emphasised the difference between major events and lesser, with the full council involved if it was major. The Chair added that for more than fifty homes Community Engagement was required: a developer had to demonstrate that they had made every effort to involve the community and assess their attitude to their proposals.


1) Siting of storage container and erection of two horse shelters -  
land adjacent to A82 opposite Milton Inn (Applicant, Susan Dick)
2) Change of use of land to sale and display of log cabins, summer  
houses, garden furniture and formulation of new access - Milton  
Lodge, Milton Brae - Application by Logspan Ltd
3) Determination of new conditions, Sheephill Quarry - Applicant Wm  
Thompson & Son Extension to quarry - Sheephill Quarry - Wm T & Son

The following are "Pending Consideration":
1) Extension to quarry - Sheephill - Wm T & Son (both this and 4  
above are described as "Major Development"
2) Erection of conservatory, Lon Eisg, Milton Brae - application by  
Mr M Arshed ( Problem for Mr T Graham )

The following was approved:
Display of advertising sign, Dumbuck Farm Applicant - Filshie  
Fabrications

The following was withdrawn:
Erection of 2 residential flats, 44 Lennox Rd, Milton (replaced with  
application item 2 below) - CC had submitted objection to this  
application

Finally, those catagorised as Expected Decision Type - "Delegated":
1) Installation of replacement underground storage tanks and  
associated works, Dunglass Fillling Station. Full Application by Esso  
Petroleum co Ltd
2) Erection of dwellinghouse, 44 Lennox Road, Milton  Applicant Mr  
Gordon Boyd
3) Display of non-illuminated sign, Milton Road  Applicant SPCA

I've also submitted an objection, as requested at the meeting, on  
behalf of the CC in respect of new application for dwellinghouse at  
44 Lennox Road.
Critical Correspondence


The Chair spoke of many items ranging from hall lets to speed limits on the Erskine Bridge and Health Matters. All correspondence was tabled.

Treasurer’s Report


The meeting was pleased to hear that accounts had been completed to the end of March 2009 and the grant application lodged to be reviewed at the meeting in November. The Community Council still has slightly in excess of £120.00 in the bank but more funds will be needed vitally before that date if we have to fund the signage. Councillor Geoffrey Calvert will endeavour to get us a payment of £500.00 pending the November meeting with Councillor George Black essaying to get moneys for the signage from the Provost.

Councillor George Black’s Report


This related to the proposed Milton facility. The porta-cabins proposal had not gone as planned: the cabins ere older and in worse condition than thought and more to the point did not now belong to West Dunbartonshire Council. There was to be a meeting in Milton on Tuesday 24th September 2009 which Angus Henderson and Margaret McKenzie will probably attend.

DONM   20th October 2009 in The Milton Inn

