Bowling and Milton Community Council 

Meeting held Tuesday 15th December 2009 in the Milton Inn
Present :-




Francis McNeill




Anne Walden




Mel Armstrong 





Margaret McKenzie 




Angus Henderson




John Mulhern

In attendance :-




Inspector Ian Wallace 




Councillor Geoffrey Calvert West Dunbartonshire Council 
Apologies




Jim Thomson

Welcome 


The Chair thanked all for coming along. He advised that Jim‘s mother was ill and unable to attend but he had his contributions to hand. Aware that our Inspector was very busy he immediately invited him to address our meeting.

Prior minutes


The Chair thought all would be covered in the agenda

Minutes 


These were proposed by Margaret McKenzie and seconded by Anne Walden.

Various by Jim

1) Attached is a copy of the communication(s) I had with Angus regarding 44 Lennox Road. Not sure if he passed the information on to Mags (unfortunately I don't have her email address) but the outcome was that the application was allowed at the meeting of the Planning Committee on 1st December.

2) I note that George has had a couple of public meetings regarding the community facility at Milton. As you know, (as demonstrated by item 1 above and the recent representation by Wm Thomson regarding proposed developments at Sheephill) it has always been my opinion that matters specific to Milton should be decided exclusively by the residents of Milton with no input from Bowling folk. However, as proposals for the facility transmogrified from Big Lottery Application to portakabins and the current "modular framed structure" it was my understanding that it was agreed all meetings regarding the facility should be held under the auspice of the Community Council (I believe such agreement is minuted) - at what point was it decided otherwise?

3) Regarding the website - As you know, I do website design and would be quite willing to put together, free, a CC site (it would cost �10 for a domain name for two years) and I'd include all the links Mel has put onto the current blog - Mel could then advise of any additions and I could show her how to add/ remove links). The advantage is that we could then have our specific webpage layout rather than be limited to the current template.
Police Report

Since the date of your last meeting (17th November 2009) there have been 68 incidents reported to the police at Dumbarton resulting in 6 crime reports being recorded for the Milton area and 1 crime for the Bowling area. 

The crimes recorded can be summarised as follows;

Milton

Common Assault

1

Breach of the Peace

1

Theft by Shoplifting

1

Theft (Other)


2

Road Traffic Offences

1

· A 21 year old female was the victim of a domestic violence incident in Colquhoun Road on 30th November. A warrant has been issued by the Procurator Fiscal at Dumbarton for the arrest of her 26 year old partner.

· The BP garage at Milton had £41 of meat products were stolen from the shop on 8th of December. A culprit for this crime is still sought.

· Ten pounds worth of petrol were stolen from the Milton service station on 15th December.

· A mobile phone was stolen from the Stonefield Public House on 6th December.
Bowling

Theft from a Motor Vehicle 
1

· Overnight on 18th to 19th November  four wheel trims were stolen from a motor vehicle parked in Clydeview Court

 ♦♦♦♦♦

Beware The Pickpockets

This week a 76 year old woman became the unfortunate victim of crime when someone stole her purse from her handbag as she shopped on Dumbarton High Street. All of us probably carry more money at this time of year as we prepare for Christmas. This may lead to some of us being a bit more distracted and less vigilant than we normally are. Thieves prey on the vulnerable and look for easy targets. Take a bit more time putting away money, wallets or purses, zip up or close over handbags securely and be more aware of other people’s behaviour – these simple steps will go a long way to limiting the chances of becoming a victim. Crime in Dumbarton Town Centre has fallen over the last few years and the detection rates for all types of crimes involving theft have increased as a result of extra police patrols.  Your Community Policing Teams in the Vale of Leven and Dumbarton will continue to maintain a high visibility presence in and around shopping areas, targeting known thieves, throughout the festive period.

Online Auction Fraud

At this time of year, our analysis has shown that the public can be more risk from theft, fraud or scams. This week police received a complaint from a 23 year old Dumbarton who was the victim of an internet-based fraud. Lots of people who do not have a great deal of experience of buying goods on the Internet, choose to do so at this time of year. Fraudsters are well aware of this and increase their activity to snare the unwary buyer. Auction sites have increased their security over recent years and do have their own fraud investigation departments, however, simple steps to avoid being caught out should be taken - Familiarise yourself with the site, take time to ask questions about the goods, get to know the seller or buyer by looking for feedback on previous transactions. For more advice on making it harder for thieves and fraudster visit the Stay Safe area of the Strathclyde Police website at www.strathclyde.police.uk
Phishing

Phishing is where a fraudster makes contact with you, ‘fishing’ for your personal details. This week police also received a complaint from a local resident who was contacted by internet and asked for his bank details. The scammers try all sorts of trick to part you from your money. They claim to represent lottery schemes, foreign bank or governments, trust funds or charities – the list is endless, but all the scams have one thing in common – they want your bank details so they can get their hands on your hard earned cash. Avoid becoming a victim – don’t respond to unsolicited emails or letters offering you an inducement – ask yourself the question: ‘Is this too good to be true? If the answer is yes – then it probably is. If you have any doubts or concerns over scams or frauds contact the police as your information can help others avoid becoming a victim.

♦♦♦♦♦

As part of their commitment to keep the community safe to enjoy Christmas and New Year police throughout West Dunbartonshire are ramping up their high visibility patrols in the run up to the festive period. Extra anti-disorder patrols will be operating around the pubs and clubs in Dumbarton High Street, Balloch Road, Alexandria Main Street, and Clydebank Town Centre along with more day time patrols to reassure shoppers and target known thieves operating during the busiest period of the year.

As well as this additional presence in the retail and  party-zones, Community Policing Teams will also be increasing their activity in local neighbourhoods during the month long campaign focussing on known ‘hotspot’ areas where the aim is to reduce antisocial behaviour, street drinking, vandalism and youth disorder

In the coming weeks officers will also be undertaking test purchasing activities in Dumbarton and the Vale of  Leven and Clydebank to identify off sales premises that supply alcohol to under agers. 

Members of the public deserve to be able to enjoy the Festive period safely and not to be the victims of antisocial behaviour. Police will be increasing their visits to pubs and off sales to offer reassurance to law abiding members of the public and to dissuade those hell bent on causing disorder.

Dumbarton’s Communities Inspector Ian Wallace said: “ Our aim is not to prevent responsible people enjoying themselves. I want to make the communities of West Dunbartonshire safe for shoppers and those on a night out and ensure as far as possible that their enjoyment is not spoiled by those who have consumed too much alcohol and behave in an antisocial manner. Anyone doing so faces spending their Christmas or New Year in police custody or a hefty fine.” 

♦♦♦♦♦

A dedicated Domestic Abuse Court is due to start next month at Dumbarton Sheriff Court. The court aims to speed up the process of dealing with Domestic Abuse cases. It also allows support services and agencies to concentrate their resources and be better able to support victims.

As an example of how Strathclyde Police views domestic violence, at the time of the recent Old Firm game,  the victims and perpetrators of domestic abuse at the last old firm game were visited prior to the game and after it.  This was following analysis which showed a noticeable spike in domestic violence incidents at the time of major football matches.

Contact Us

I would urge the community to continue to use Crimestoppers if wishing to leave anonymous information regarding incidents which are happening within the community. The telephone phone number is 0800 555 111 and is operated 24hrs a day. 

If you wish to contact us direct with any specific complaints or concerns, please contact the following based at Dumbarton Police Office;

Communities Section Inspector Ian Wallace

E-mail: ian.wallace@strathclyde.pnn.police.uk 

Tel: 01389 822115

Community PC Andrea Millen
E-mail: andrea.millen@strathclyde.pnn.police.uk 

Tel: 01389 822141 

Community PC John Pryde
E-mail: john.pryde@strathclyde.pnn.police.uk 

Tel: 01389 822141 

Treasurer’s report


Our new grant was in and we squared up with John Mulhern who produced invoices paid by himself and not the Community Council. He further stated that a balancing item of £120.00 was on the neat pencil copy of accounts he had handed in when he resigned. We will endeavour to find this draft.

Mel’s reports


The signage was complete but precedence went to other areas before the signs were installed. The web designer was willing to carry on until he secured alternative employment and it was agreed to discuss this with Jim as soon as possible.

DONM

 
The next meeting will be held in Bowling Village Hall on Tuesday 19th January 2010.

